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for 2004 was estimated to be 215,912 
mt. 

The exploitable biomass of the Pacific 
halibut stock apparently peaked at 
326,520 mt in 1988. According to the 
IPHC, the long-term average 
reproductive biomass for the Pacific 
halibut resource was estimated at 
118,000 mt. Long-term average yield 
was estimated at 26,980 mt, round 
weight. The species is fully utilized. 
Recent average catches (1994–2003) in 
the commercial halibut fisheries in 
Alaska have averaged 34,100 mt, round 
weight. This catch in Alaska is 26 
percent higher than the long-term 
potential yield for the entire halibut 
stock, which reflects the good condition 
of the Pacific halibut resource. In 
December 2004, IPHC staff made 
preliminary recommendations for 
commercial catch limits totaling 35,822 

mt (round weight equivalents) for 
Alaska in 2005. Through December 31, 
2004, commercial hook-and-line 
harvests of halibut in Alaska totaled 
34,610 mt (round weight equivalents). 

In making catch limit 
recommendations for 2005, IPHC staff 
have considered the results of the 
analytic stock assessment, changes in 
the commercial and survey results used 
to monitor the stock, recruitment of 
incoming year classes, and an updated 
analysis of an appropriate harvest 
strategy. Changes in the relative 
abundance results from information 
obtained from IPHC surveys and the 
commercial fishery, and the choice of an 
appropriate harvest rate were the 
primary factors influencing the IPHC 
staff’s preliminary recommendations. 

Additional information on the Pacific 
halibut stock assessment and the 

Conditional Constant Catch harvest 
policy may be found in the IPHC’s 2003 
Pacific halibut stock assessment 
(December 2003), available from the 
IPHC and on its Web site at http://
www.iphc.washington.edu. The IPHC 
will consider the 2004 Pacific halibut 
assessment at its January 2005 annual 
meeting when it sets the 2005 
commercial halibut fishery quotas. 

Other Factors 

The proposed 2005 and 2006 harvest 
specifications (69 FR 70605, December 
7, 2004) discuss potential impacts of 
expected fishing for groundfish on 
halibut stocks, as well as methods 
available for, and costs of, reducing 
halibut bycatch in the groundfish 
fisheries.

TABLE 9.—FINAL 2005 AND 2006 PACIFIC HALIBUT PSC LIMITS, ALLOWANCES, AND APPORTIONMENTS 
[Values are in metric tons] 

Trawl gear Hook-and-line gear 1 

Dates Amount 
Other than DSR DSR 

Dates Amount Dates Amount 

January 20–April 1 ............ 550 (27.5%) January 1–June 10 ........... 250 (86%) January 1–December 31 .. 10 (100%) 
April 1–July 5 ..................... 400 (20%) June 10–September 1 ...... 5 (2%) 
July 5–September 1 .......... 600 (30%) September 1–December 

31.
35 (12%) 

September 1–October 1 .... 150 (7.5%) 
October 1–December 31 ... 300 (15%) 

Total ............................ 2,000 (100%) 290 (100%) 10 (100%) 

1 The Pacific halibut PSC limit for hook-and-line gear is allocated to the demersal shelf rockfish (DSR) fishery and fisheries other than DSR. 
The hook-and-line sablefish fishery is exempt from halibut PSC limits. 

Section 679.21(d)(3)(ii) authorizes 
apportionments of the trawl halibut PSC 
limit to be further apportioned to trawl 
fishery categories, based on each 
category’s proportional share of the 
anticipated halibut bycatch mortality 
during the fishing year and the need to 
optimize the total amount of groundfish 

harvest under the halibut PSC limit. The 
fishery categories for the trawl halibut 
PSC limits are: (1) A deep-water species 
complex, comprised of sablefish, 
rockfish, deep-water flatfish, rex sole 
and arrowtooth flounder; and (2) a 
shallow-water species complex, 
comprised of pollock, Pacific cod, 

shallow-water flatfish, flathead sole, 
Atka mackerel, skates, and ‘‘other 
species’’ (see § 679.21(d)(3)(iii)). The 
final 2005 and 2006 apportionment for 
these two fishery complexes is 
presented in Table 10.

TABLE 10.—FINAL 2005 AND 2006 APPORTIONMENT OF PACIFIC HALIBUT PSC TRAWL LIMITS BETWEEN THE TRAWL GEAR 
DEEP-WATER SPECIES COMPLEX AND THE SHALLOW-WATER SPECIES COMPLEX 

[Values are in metric tons] 

Season Shallow-
water Deep-water Total 

January 20–April 1 ................................................................................................................................. 450 100 550 
April 1–July 5 ......................................................................................................................................... 100 300 400 
July 5–September 1 ............................................................................................................................... 200 400 600 
September 1–October 1 ........................................................................................................................ 150 Any remainder 150 

Subtotal.
January 20–October 1 ........................................................................................................................... 900 800 1,700 
October 1–December 31 1 ..................................................................................................................... .................... .......................... 300 

Total ................................................................................................................................................ .................... .......................... 2,000 

1 No apportionment between shallow-water and deep-water fishery complexes during the 5th season (October 1–December 31). 
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